
Photoshop Retouching Rubric:
**Remember - this is not a race.  Please take your time and make it the best 

photo you can create.

“A” “A-” “B+” or lower

No Visible Patterns Some Visible Patterns Visible Patterns

No Waxy, Fake, Mask-like 
Portions on the skin

Contains some Waxy, 
Fake, Mask-like Portions

Has Major Waxy, Fake, 
Mask-Like Portions

Looks Natural Looks Mostly Natural Lookinʼ Fake & Re-done

Retouch Definitely 
Enhances Original Photo

Retouch Generally 
Enhances Original Photo

Lookinʼ Fake & Re-done, 
Not Enhanced

Used a Layer of 
Brightness/Contrast, 
Vibrance, and Hue/
Saturation

Used only two of the 
Lighting/Color Adjustment 
Layers

Used only one of the 
Lighting/Color Adjustment 
Layers

Used Tools from the 
Dodge/Burn/Sponge 
Family

Used only one tool of the 
Dodge/Burn/Sponge 
Family

Used none of the Dodge/
Burn/Sponge Family Tools

Used the Healing Brush 
and the Spot Healing 
Brush and the Patch Tool 
OR Clone Stamp

Used only the Healing & 
Spot Healing Brush

Used only one type of 
Healing Brush

Typed a clear summary of 
what retouches you used 
and how.

Typed a summary of what 
retouches you used and 
how.

Typed a summary of what 
retouches you used and 
how.

Extra Credit: 10 points
Natural and creative use of 
Liquefy elements.  MUST 
look appropriate and 
NATURAL.

***MUST HAVE BEFORE AND AFTER ON ONE DOCUMENT**

Total Points Per Photo: 80 pts


